97. LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY IN THE TRANSVAAL
Although Sir Richard-Solomon, the Attorney-General for the Trans-
vaal, stated that no contentious legislation would be introduced during
the present session of the Transvaal Legislative Council, the latest Govern-
ment Gazette to hand gives a list of ordinances passed by the dying Coun-
cil, some of which are without doubt highly contentious, if, that is to say,
the feelings of those whom they are intended to affect are of any conse-
quence. There is, for instance, the Municipal Amending Ordinance which
gives any Town Council in the Transvaal the power "with the approval
of the Lieutenant-Governor to close any Locations for Natives- established
or laid out by it or under its control", provided that the Lieutenant-
Governor may, before giving his approval to the closing of such Location,
require the Council to lay out other land suitable for a Location. It makes
further provision for compensation to be paid to the Natives for the value
of their huts, etc. Section 10 gives the Council the power to set apart
and maintain Asiatic Bazaars, and it makes the provision with reference
to Native Locations above referred to applicable to the Asiatic Bazaars,
which means that there is only this distinction between the two, namely,
that, whereas Natives may be compelled to reside in the Location, Asiatics
may not be compelled to remove to the Locations, which are euphemis-
tically described as Bazaars. This legislation regarding Asiatic Bazaars
arises from the struggle of the Pretoria Municipality for obtaining con-
trol over the Asiatic Bazaars at Pretoria. In theory, there may be no differ-
ence between governmental and municipal control; but, in practice, it
will very largely depend upon the temper of the municipality that may
happen to be in authority. Instead, therefore, of there being a continuity
of policy regarding Bazaars, there will now be differences in accordance
with the fancy of each municipality. It is very difficult to know why
such legislation has been passed during the last days of the existing Coun-
cil, in view of the fact that the whole of the Asiatic question is still a matter
of correspondence between the Home Government" and the Transvaal
Government. Many more important and pressing matters have been
naturally held in abeyance, in view of the establishment next year of an
elective Council. The amending ordinances, however, authorise the
municipalities to impose licences for tea-rooms or eating-houses which
may be used exclusively by Asiatics. For this, we believe the Asiatics in
the Transvaal have to thank some Chinese store-keepers, who, in their
eagerness to open Chinese eating-houses and not knowing that licences
were not required for them, petitioned the Government to let them have
facilities for opening such eating-houses. The Government have met the
petitioners with what they deserve, and all Asiatic boarding-housekeepers
will now have the pleasure of having municipal control over even small
Asiatic refreshment rooms* Municipal control, for the sake of sanitation,